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Abstract 

It’s 2018, but it’s sad that we still see gender disparity in the sport,” says Vishal Yadav, Founder of Female 

Cricket 

Although there has been a steady increase in the number of women professionals over the past 20-
30 years, most mainstream newspaper coverage continues to rely on men as experts in the fields of 
business, politics and economics. Women in the news are more likely to be featured in stories about 
accidents, rapes, natural disasters, or domestic violence than in stories about their professional 
abilities or expertise. While the coverage of women’s sport across the world is already unequal to 
that of males, often the publicity focuses on everything else but their sporting abilities. 
 
The research is done in an order to analyse the coverage given by media to the women sports in 

India, taking women cricket in the prime focus. Men sports have received far more coverage when 

compared to women’s sports in various kinds of media. However, there are inadequate studies on 

the difference of media coverage between men’s and women’s sports in print media. This research 

also provides valuable information in context to the hurdles and struggles faced by women sports, 

primarily women cricket in India. 

 
This has been shown by examining scenarios where women gave their sweat and time to the country 

and got nil telecasts of their matches in return. The aspects researched are the media strategies, 

power of a unified nation, skills and potential in the women cricket team and success as a craft of 

media 

Yet, it is evident when we flip the newspapers that certain sports hog the limelight. Women are 

marching ahead in every sphere, yet due to lack of proper coverage, it remains in the dark most of 

the times. At times, it can be seen that female athletes bag more coverage on the lines of beauty or 

sex appeal rather than their sporting achievements. Hence, the study has made an attempt to assess 

the proportion of coverage provided to women  

The research has been conducted in two sections.  

Section one explains the gender inequality in sports in India.  Second section explains the Gender 

Inequality in covering women sports news in Indian newspaper specially focusing on Indian 

Women’s Cricket Team 

 ‘Sexism in sports is the most common form of discrimination against women’ 
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Introduction  
 
Sport is a major, however largely neglected site of gender inequality today. Sport is something which 

includes physical activity through casual or trained participation which intent to improve physical 

ability and skills while providing enjoyment to participant and spectator. There is Inflation in the 

number of women’s participation than previous decades. But gender discrimination still exists with 

other issues such as politics and racism in sports. The issue of women’s participation in sports is 

important not only due to its benefits for individual participants, but also because of the significant 

social and political space that the phenomenon of sports occupies in a nation, transcending the lives 

of individual participants into greater relevance to society as a whole. 

 

As professional speaker and author Mariah Burton Nelson has claimed, “Sports is a women’s issue 

because female participation empowers women, thereby inexorably changing everything.” Cricket in 

India exemplifies this tension because it is strongly associated with feelings of patriotism, and yet 

women are underrepresented.  

 

The glory and attention that cricket receives in India is limited to men’s cricket. There are great 

disparities in opportunity and recognition between men and women in cricket. Women’s cricket 

occupies a small and almost invisible space, while men’s cricket shapes Indian nationalism in 

powerful ways. Given how important a role cricket plays in the lives of Indians, it is unfortunate that 

India has failed to significantly address inequality in Indian cricket. This article attempts to explore 

the connection between Indian nationalism and cricket, and how it contributes to and flows from 

gender inequality. It argues that men’s cricket constructs a gendered nationalism, further 

contributing to gender inequality in sports and in society, whereas inclusion of women in cricket can 

help shape a more inclusive nationalism and promote equality. The article examines the ways in 

which such inclusion can be achieved, focusing on elite international cricket, the primary constructor 

of nationalism from a sports perspective. It examines the Indian law on gender equality in sports and 

other approaches that may promote equality in cricket. Arguing against a single approach based on 

one feminist theory, the article proposes a pragmatic hybrid approach incorporating both sex 

segregation and integration in cricket. The final proposal extends to both elite level and lower level 

cricket, since changing international cricket alone is not sufficient to achieve equality. 

 

 

 

 



Women Cricket and Indian Media: 

Past, Present and Future in Indian media coverage is the most appropriate answer to why Indians 

does not give equal importance to women cricket, not even half of what they readily exhibits for 

men’s cricket. This encompasses social media too along with electronic and print media. 

 

Past:  

Until 2017 1/3rd of the country’s population did not even know about that India have a Women’s 

International Cricket team. This is just because there is inadequate coverage in media regardless of 

the fact that both the teams have been performing really well but no one knows women team’s 

whereabouts, timings, match schedules, wins or the name of players. Today also maximum people 

of our country are familiar with male Indian cricket but no one is familiar that we have good 

effective and efficient female cricket team. 90% of the country did not know, not even the name of 

the captain of Women’s cricket team who has performed in almost 180 one day internationals for 

India. During Women’s World Cup 2017 all the group league matches were not being telecasted by 

sports channels but women’s cricket was suddenly all over the sports and news channels when the 

world was going crazy over the Harmanpreet’s knock and it drove TRP.  

 

 Present:  

However, this scenario went through a metamorphosis in July 2018 when the country stood united 

and exhibited enthusiasm for women’s cricket which took over the social media. World Cup 2018 

marked a new era of women’s cricket and the only reason being journalism was really about them, a 

significant number of matches were telecasted and what women did got some screen time and 

consequently the public interest followed by support. 

 

  Future:  

Keeping in their minds the interest of public and the leap towards success women’s cricket took in 

2018, people are expecting Indian Premier League for women after a while. Prominent 

commentators are also expected to be seen accounting for female team’s major matches. Some 

female players may also get endorsements and advertisements from now onwards. People are 

optimistic about the wonders that women’s cricket is expected to do in the upcoming years and 

there are people who will be immensely proud and happy on seeing the lenses panned towards the 

women cricketers sweating for the country. 

 

 



Literature review 

Sports and gender inequality  

 

Author’s  
Name  

Year About Study  Variables Methodology 
(Sample/Tools) 

Finding 

Midy 2011 Conducted a Sociological 
study on Discrimination in 
Sports based on Gender and 
Sexual Orientation. 

Relationship 
between Sports, 
Gender and Sexual 
Orientation in 
Germany 

In order to know if 
addressing 
homophobia in 
sports was still 
relevant nowadays, 
and if both men 
and women have 
different answers 
to this question, 
the authors 
interviewed 
58 gay and lesbian 
athletes during the 
Gay Games in 
Cologne, Germany,  
 

The results show 
that discrimination in 
sports still exists and 
is more experienced 
in masculine sports. 
Besides, it was felt 
that men are more 
targeted than 
women. Regarding 
the work place, it 
was seen as where 
there is most 
discrimination; 
indeed gay and 
lesbian athletes have 
the choice to avoid 
discrimination by 
joining LGBT sports 
clubs, but they do 
not have the same 
option for their work 
position. 

Ashitha 2012 The paper explains how the 
gendered practice of sports 
marginalizes women in 
multiple ways. 

Analyse the 
relationship between 
patriarchy and sports 
in contemporary 
Kerala, southern 
state of India. 

The experiences of 
female athletes 
and other sporting 
women illustrates 
the discrimination 
and exclusion 
prevails in this 
filed. The 
theoretical 
discussion on 
female body and 
sports unravels the 
complexities of the 
notion of 
masculinity and 
femininity. The 
empirical facts 
generated from the 
documents, 
writings on women 
experiences and 
the narratives of 
female athletes, 

The statistical report 
about women in 
sports from Kerala 
claims to hold high 
status when 
compared to their 
counterparts in 
other states of India 
The participation 
status of women’s in 
Kerala is very much 
higher when 
compared all other 
states of the country 
The participation 
status of women’s in 
Kerala is very much 
higher when 
compared all other 
states of the country 
though many of our 
lady lions win laurels 
in sports, they are 



substantiated the 
theoretical 
framework 
postulated on 
gender and sports 
in this essay. 

yet the victims of 
gender 
discrimination 
practices that still 
exist in Kerala. This 
portrays the 
ambivalent status of 
sporting women’s in 
Kerala 

Paula, et. 
al 

2010 Conducted a study on 
women and sport and they 
considered Gender    
inequities in Physical 
Education classes and their 
monitoring, as well as boys’ 
and girls’ perceptions on 
gender stereotypes were 
also examined. 

Relationship 
between Gender and  
Physical Education 
classes in schools 

Investigated 
representations of 
gender, ethnicity 
and students with 
special educational 
needs in PE 
manuals of the 2nd 
and 3rd levels of 
education 

These results 
showed a strong and 
consistent 
association of 
Physical Education to 
the male world, 
expressed by the 
overvaluation of the 
masculine model and 
under-
representation of 
the female figure in 
manuals, and also a 
close association of 
most of the content 
to the boys. 

 

Past studies on Gender Inequality in the Sports Pages of Newspapers in India 
 

 Jang, 2017: The number of photographs of female athletes is much less when compared to 
that of male athletes. When comparing the news, reported women sports news is less to 
that of male sports news 

 

 Harikrishnan, Sreena and Babu (2017): It is found that the stereotype depiction of 
femininity is an echo of the social status of feminine self. 

 

 Sil &et. Al, 2015 Gender discrimination practices still exist in favour of male athletes in the 
coverage of sports news and pictures in the Bengali and English daily newspapers published 
in West  

 

 Franks &et. Al,2014 Suzanne Franks and Deirdre O'Neill found that the number of female 
sports journalists in UK very less. From all the findings they concluded that its mere 2% of 
sports stories are written by women journalist. There is no significant improvement in this 
situation of women journalists  

 

 Adams & et. Al,2013 The conclusion was that there existed a patchy coverage of women 
sports in the local medias of UK. The coverage of women football is negligible when 
compared to that of their counter parts in the local dailies. The percentage of local coverage 
is much lower when compared to that of national media 

 

 Ma Quin (2008) has mentioned in his study that the female athletes photos were glamorized 
and often they were depicted as "sexy, young and having slender figures". 



 Andrea Gál Gáldi 2007 stated and concluded many things such as the underrepresentation 
of sportswomen in sports media seems to be true. The older newspaper readers have more 
negative opinion about the representation of sportswomen in sports media when compared 
to men proved to be true  

 

 Buysse J.Ann M.and Embser- Herbert Sheridan Melissa (2004) has stated that, “The mass 
media play a significant role in the transmission of dominant cultural values, especially in the 
perpetuation of images of gender difference and gender inequality.” 

 

 Centre for Gender Equality in Iceland 2006 concludes from SMS comparative study that 
there exists a clear distinction between how men and women in sports are portrayed 
through media. The reported news on women in sports is fewer when compared to that of 
men in sports. Leading men’s in sports are idolized in such manner that reduces the visibility 
of women in sports. Even they are portrayed as a social celebrity. 

 

 Centre for gender equality in Iceland, 2006: .Centre for Gender Equality in Iceland 
concludes from SMS comparative study that there exists a clear distinction between how 
men and women in sports are portrayed through media. The reported news on women in 
sports is fewer when compared to that of men in sports. Leading men’s in sports are idolized 
in such manner that reduces the visibility of women in sports. Even they are portrayed as a 
social celebrity 

 

 Neil (2002) has put forward that, mediated sports is concerned with commodification and 
immense marketing strategies. They also stated that, "media treatments of gender, race and 
sport; with nationalism and globalization; and with violence, fandom and audience 
experiences." 

 

 Suzanne Franks and Deirdre O'Neill found that the number of female sports journalists in 
UK very less. From all the findings they concluded that its mere 2% of sports stories are 
written by women journalist 

 
 
There has been no study yet on the gender imbalance in sports page with special reference to 
cricket. This study aimed as analysing why Indian Women’s Cricket is not getting much attention 
when compared to that of Indian Men’s Cricket team, even though cricket requires equal dedication 
whether it’s a male or a female player 
 

Scope and Significance of the Study: 
 
This study is trying to analyse the coverage of Indian Women’s cricket when compared to that of 
Indian Men’s cricket team. Also it tries to provide the glimpse of Sports and gender inequality in 
India  
 
 

The main objectives of this study includes 
 To study, the reason of excluding women sports in the newspaper sports page, especially 

Indian women’s cricket Team. 

 To understand the existence of violation of human rights in the coverage of women sports. 
 
 
 



Conclusion 
 

 All these studies found that sports are meant to be only for men and women’s are not to be 
a part of this field. 

 Even these researchers found that media coverage is considerably less and different for 
female athletes and women’s sports than to male athletes and men’s sports.  

 Few researchers examined the media content produced by considering the attitude of 
editors and reporters towards gender.  

 The general conclusion of the majority of these research papers was that there is a large 
imbalance in the coverage of male and female sports both in terms of the amount of space 
allocated for that news and to the way they are being portrayed. 

 The negligence observed in reporting Indian Women’s cricket team is a major drawback as it 
shows there exists a violation of human rights in the coverage of women sports mainly 
cricket. 

 India comprises around 65.2crore women’s in population. However, the number of women 
athletes from our country is much less when compared to their counterparts. This is mainly 
due to various factors such as improper awareness, lack of knowledge along with less 
number of women sports reports in our newspapers‟. 

 Thus, it is very essential to overhaul the reports of women sports achievements. Hence, it is 
very urgent to revise the content of our newspapers with regard to women’s sports and a 
fair proportion of news space should be allotted to our ladies in blue. Since, they too are 
trying to create success history for our country. 
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